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Missoula resident Aaron 
McPeck, 24, smiled through his 
acne, cracking voice and chang-
ing body. He is going through 
puberty again and could not be 
any happier. 
Over a year ago, McPeck 
(known as Erin then) came out to 
his family as a transgender indi-
vidual and began thinking about 
gender reassignment.   This is 
McPeck’s fifth week of hormone 
replacement therapy, where he 
receives injections of testoster-
one. To document his progress 
and answer questions, McPeck 
broadcasts his transformation on 
YouTube every week, address-
ing a new topic surrounding 
gender, politics and society.   He 
starts the videos with an update 
on the changes in his body and 
mindset, the most recent being 
his deepening voice, increased 
thoughts of sex and reduction of 
breast tissue.
“I’m coming into who I am 
more and that’s going to be a 
theme throughout these vid-
eos and, frankly, all of my life,” 
McPeck said in his video blog.
The goal of the video blog is 
not to convince others to adopt 
his viewpoint, McPeck said, but 
Linds Sanders
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Broadcasting a transformation
Engstrom: Okay to tell alleged rapist before police
Fees to fund 
new building
See FORUM, page 5
See GILKEY, page 4 See GENDER, page 4
Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
Aaron McPeck sits with his dog Shelly in his living room Monday 
morning. McPeck says Shelly is an emotional support animal and has 
helped him with his transition from female to male. 
Cody Blum
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Students will find fee mon-
ey funneled into constructing 
a new building with just two 
classrooms if the Board of Re-
gents approves the project at its 
meeting this week.
Planning for the Gilkey 
Center for Leadership, Entre-
preneurship and Executive 
Education began in 2005, but 
was stalled as the UM Founda-
tion and other University offi-
cials tried to organize the final 
funding. Some students are 
concerned the price in student 
fees is too high for a building 
with one lecture hall and one 
classroom that would fill the 
lawn between the Gallagher 
Business Building and Arthur 
Avenue.
“If they’re going to put a 
building there, they might as 
well put more than two class-
rooms in it,” student Katie 
Lemrick said. 
Similar concerns were ex-
pressed by student senators 
at the December meeting of 
the Associated Students of the 
University of Montana.
Rosi Keller, Administration 
and Finance Associate Vice 
President initially asked the 
student government to allocate 
Dillon Kato
Montana Kaimin
President Royce Engstrom 
reiterated the message at a 
public forum Tuesday that the 
University of Montana “did 
everything right” in the way it 
handled the Feb. 10 sexual as-
sault cases.  
This included Dean of Stu-
dents Charles Couture inform-
ing the suspect by phone Feb. 17 
about one woman’s rape allega-
tions before he spoke with police. 
The Missoula Police Department 
called UM about that case after 
they received a copy of the cam-
puswide email alert sent that day.
About 50 people attend-
ed the forum, more than 30 
of them students. Engstrom 
agreed Monday to answer 
questions about the recent cas-
es after meeting with Jen Gur-
sky, president of the Associated 
Students of the University of 
Montana.
Timeline of events
Engstrom  said when the 
first student victim came for-
ward with a complaint to Pub-
lic Safety the afternoon of the 
attack on Feb. 10, the case was 
not handled as a sexual assault, 
and it is still not seen as one by 
the school. 
“It was NOT reported as a 
sexual assault, and indeed was 
not a sexual assault,” Engstrom 
wrote in a statement read to the 
press Friday and published on 
UM’s website Tuesday. “It was 
an incident of giving alcohol 
and illegal drugs to a minor.”
The victim told the Kai-
min  she was made to drink 
something that made her sick, 
caused her to have trouble 
moving and left holes in her 
memory of that night. She does 
remember the man grabbing 
her and forcing her to kiss him. 
Public Safety contacted the 
city attorney the same day they 
received her report, asking him 
if they could move forward 
with a charge of unlawful re-
straint, but were told that there 
was not enough evidence. 
Public Safety’s report of 
the complaint will not be re-
leased,  Engstrom  said, due to 
student privacy restrictions. 
However, he said, “what’s in 
the media report and what’s in 
the police report have not been 
the same thing.”
Engstrom said Couture 
Transgender invites Internet users to watch his gender reassignment
GRIZ WIN BIG SKY TITLE
Basketball team sinks Weber State, to host tourney 11
Missoula music scene loses 
local icon, Aaron Bolton 8
to educate others so that they can 
respond to transgender people 
with thought-out opinion rather 
than knee-jerk fear.  
“The videos give people space 
to learn, think and process on 
their own terms,” he said.  
McPeck has not encountered 
online battery for his decision, 
but said the disillusionment he 
received from close friends was 
harder to approach.  
“I know how to handle hate, 
but I’m not yet strong enough 
to handle disappointment,” 
McPeck said.   
A family friend who knew 
McPeck growing up posted that 
she was “shocked” by the decision. 
After viewing three videos, she 
understood and wrote online in 
support of his decision to become 
a man.  
McPeck’s mother Ruth said 
the videos help anyone who 
struggles with gender issues 
— whether a man wants to try 
something that is stereotypically 
female, or women who wish to 
take on roles assumed primarily 
by men.  
“These are broad issues about 
who you are in your life and who 
you want to be,” she said.  
McPeck receives an injection 
of 200 milligrams of testosterone 
Montana Kaimin
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The Montana Kaimin, in its 114th 
year, is published by the students 
of The University of Montana, Mis-
soula. The UM School of Journal-
ism uses the Montana Kaimin for 
practice courses but assumes no 
control over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics.
Send letters to the editor to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and writ-
ten by Kaimin editors. 
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heard around the
OVAL
ADAMS CENTER
“I always wanted to throw 
something at a cheerleader 
while they were out there.”
 
ART BUILDING
“Today is the day that girl 
is going to turn around and 
talk to me. Probably not.” 
DON ANDERSON HALL
“How many eggs are in
 your buffalo basket?”
SOCIAL SCIENCES
“I’m going to get naked later. 
Just a warning.”
MINDFULL MEDIA
My Life as a Turkey
By Michael Beall, A+C editor
•CORRECTION: In Tuesday’s issue, the Kaimin misnamed the Kless Revolving Energy Loan Fund in 
a story about the Associated Students of the University of Montana approving an office renovation. 
The reporter called it the Kress loan fund. 
My mother was a single Griz during the peak of belly shirts 
and boy bands. She worked fifty-hour weeks, ran a 3 a.m. paper 
route, parented a surly four-year-old (sorry, Mum) and graduated 
with honors after seven years. Had Congress passed this winter’s 
budget bill in 1990, however, the University of Montana would cer-
tainly have had one less alumna.
December’s federal appropriations bill capped Pell Grant 
awards at 12 semesters, among other restrictions. This very April, 
some students who assume they’re eligible for Pell Grants will re-
ceive bad news: “No cigar this time. Good luck, kid.” (Maybe even 
without the good luck.)
Kent McGowan, director of UM’s financial aid services, predicts 
nontraditional students will be affected most by this legislation. 
Pell Grants will not be available for second bachelor degrees, and 
students will be out of luck if employment, single parenting or 
tragedy prevents them from completing a degree in 12 semesters. 
McGowan said he has “mixed feelings” about the change. 
On one hand, adopting Pell Grant limitations is a good idea for 
cases of eternal students. After all, that excessive aid is provided 
by our taxes.  
On the other hand, “The timing is horrible,” he said. The econo-
my is struggling to pull out of a recession. If students ever needed 
assistance, it’s probably now.  
Perhaps the government doesn’t owe anything to students. 
However, an educated populace and skilled workforce are certain-
ly in America’s best interest. “Education is the single most impor-
tant factor in determining not just whether our kids can compete 
for the best jobs,” President Obama touted last July, “but whether 
America can out-compete countries around the world.”  Thanks 
for signing the bill then, pal.
For better or worse, access to education determines one’s quali-
ty of life. Unless we’re lucky rock stars or a Kardashian, Americans 
need degrees to shed bad restaurant uniforms and the poverty 
level. And while money can’t buy you love, it sure makes things 
easier. 
There’s no getting around the fact that this legislation dispro-
portionately affects those who need help most. While wealthy 
families can ship their kids to school without qualms, low-income 
students don’t even have the option of college without assistance. 
Trust me: 40 hours at minimum wage hardly pays the bills. We 
need the tuition money from somewhere  — and student loans are 
the only debt not expunged by bankruptcy.
So, here’s to those who added something to this campus, who 
could have been great: the single mother, the undecided major, the 
full time employee, the student plagued by misfortune. Your row 
just got that much harder to hoe. Good luck, kid.   
melissa.lacock@umontana.edu
THERE’S A BELIEF OUT there that animals are dumb — that they’re 
beasts, wild and instinctive. They 
have peanuts for brains, without a 
sense of identity or consciousness. 
Naturalist Joe Hutto believes 
differently — maybe wild turkeys 
are more intelligent. Maybe they’re 
sharper minded, more aware and 
more adaptable to their surround-
ings. I believe we call this “street 
smarts.”
My roommate brought home 
“My Life as a Turkey” and BBC’s 
“Frozen Planet” this weekend 
from his internship with the In-
ternational Wildlife Film Festi-
val that kicks off in May. Hutto’s 
journey of becoming a mother to 
16 wild turkeys is one of the fan 
favorites in the film festival judg-
ing, the “Sane Environmentalist” 
tried to convince me. (You know 
that pseudo-hippie kid who writes 
Thursday’s science column.) So 
instead of watching BBC’s David 
Attenborogh chill out in the Arc-
tic with polar bears, I watched a 
grown man become a turkey.
The best part of Hutto’s story 
is that he narrates by reading his 
diary documenting the process. 
He wanted to do an experiment 
no one had done before, so rather 
than study turkeys’ habits, he be-
came a part of their world. 
It began with a stainless steel 
bowl left on his front porch in the 
swamplands of Florida. Hutto bor-
rowed an incubator to hatch the 
eggs  — without knowing how 
 — and a few weeks later, the wild 
chicks recognized the mustached, 
middle-aged man as their mother. 
Motherhood, as with any spe-
cies, took Hutto for a ride through 
puberty and mating rituals. He 
had a few deaths in the family due 
to the circle of life — i.e. a snake 
and a hawk. Through his writ-
ings, Hutto told viewers that he 
understood what the turkeys were 
thinking by their calls and body 
language.
I think there was some hippie 
metaphor ingrained in the docu-
mentary about the importance of 
living in the present and learn-
ing from our wild counterparts. 
Whatever it was — cinematog-
raphy or simply his unique story 
— the documentary kept me in-
vested. PBS created the illusion of 
live sets, not the re-enactment the 
documentary actually portrayed. 
Hutto spent every hour he 
could throughout the 18-month 
journey with his family, but at 
a certain age of the turkeys, his 
motherly role diminished. One by 
one, the turkeys moved away from 
home. Hutto was left with one fi-
nal turkey he called Turkey Boy, 
who became a brother to Hutto. 
The tale truly turned tragic when 
Turkey Boy felt threatened by Hut-
to and attacked him — in a turkey-
versus-man battle — and Hutto 
was forced to kill his favorite bird. 
The film has family values, ac-
tion, humor and tragedy — every-
thing a good film requires — and 
it’s one of the many incredible 
wildlife documentaries that will 
screen at the International Wildlife 
Film Festival. I heard there’s one 
about radioactive wolves in Rus-
sia ... probably should take a sneak 
peak at that one too with my hip-
pie connection. 
michael.beall@umontana.edu
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Growing up in Missoula, 
Tanisha Muneoka didn’t have 
many opportunities to learn 
about African-American histo-
ry in school. It wasn’t until she 
started attending the Univer-
sity of Montana that she began 
to see the importance of Black 
History Month.
Muneoka, now president of 
the Black Student Union (BSU), 
said her mom supplemented 
her education with stories 
about her heritage and its deep 
history, but many others never 
received that education.
“The extent of our learning 
about African Americans in 
elementary school was Mar-
tin Luther King Day,” she said. 
“We had one day out of the 
year, in January.”
Muneoka said this is why 
Black History Month is so im-
portant. It not only educates 
people of that background, but 
also shows everyone else the 
accomplishments and contri-
butions of African-American 
people.
February was declared 
Black History Month by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford in 1976 as an 
expansion of “Negro History 
Week,” which had been the 
standard celebration of black 
history since 1925. 
Arielle Scott, a member of 
the BSU, said Black History 
Month means a lot to her be-
cause it not only gives her a 
chance to share her history, 
but gives her an opportunity 
to learn more.
“I was that kid in elementa-
ry school who walked around 
with cards for Black History 
Month,” she said. “They had 
notable figures on them with 
information, and I was excited 
to learn new facts.”
On campus this year, the 
Black Student Union teamed 
up with the University, the 
Mansfield Center and the 
larger community to educate 
Missoula about African Amer-
icans.
Together the BSU and Man-
sfield Center worked on a dis-
play in the library that show-
cased an African American 
theme every week. Themes 
included interracial love — for 
Valentines Day — literature 
and music. Lectures put on by 
the BSU focused on Martian 
Luther King Jr. and how he 
would view the Occupy move-
ment, as well as considering 
indigenous African religions.
Dr. George Price, BSU ad-
viser and a professor in the Af-
rican-American students pro-
gram, said there were many 
Candace Rojo
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Black history: more than a month
See BLACK HISTORY, page 12
Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
FROM LEFT Arielle Scott and Tanisha Muneoka stand outside the 
office meeting place of UM’s Black Student Union on Sixth Street Monday 
afternoon.
events going on to celebrate 
Black History Month, but the 
events weren’t publicized as 
well as they could have been.
Montana Kaimin
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YOU WANT TO KEEP.
once every two weeks and in the 
upcoming month will be able 
to self-administer the hor-
mone, since he will take it the 
rest of his life. 
Next week, McPeck antici-
pates thick, coarser hair on 
his arms, legs and face.  He 
plans to take advantage of the 
GENDER
From page 1
potency of testosterone in his 
body and start working out to 
build muscle.  His last video 
briefly showed his increased 
muscle definition on his bi-
cep with no training.  In three 
months, his voice will finish 
dropping.  It is unknown when 
the changes in his body will be 
complete, but it is estimated to 
take one to three years.  McPeck 
plans to continue his video for 
at least the first year.
“It’s going to be awesome 
to see where my body takes 
me in these next few weeks, 
especially once things get 
rolling,” McPeck said on his 
latest video.  
To watch McPeck’s trans-
formation, go to his channel 
on YouTube under the user-
name TransManAM.
linds.sanders@umconnect.umt.edu
Megan Jae Riggs/Montana Kaimin
Aaron McPeck responds to a question on his video blog Monday morning at his home in  Missoula. It has been five 
weeks since he started his transition from female to male, and he has been documenting the transition on his YouTube 
channel. “I want to be the man I’ve always wanted to be,” McPeck said. 
$920,000 in student fees to the proj-
ect before the Regents’ January 
meeting so it could be sped through 
approval, but ASUM President Jen 
Gursky worked with Keller to delay 
the decision until a student commit-
tee could review the proposal. 
Sen. Travis Suzuki was con-
cerned that it would unfairly profit 
business students while all majors 
would be paying the fee to build it. 
Sen. Janyssa Overturf spear-
headed the committee that clari-
fied the building’s purpose, and al-
though she said the building will be 
beneficial, she joined others in wor-
rying that the project would fill “one 
of the few green spaces on campus.”
Sen. Becca Boslough also sat on 
the committee, and still has mixed 
feelings about the project. 
“I think it will be applicable to 
students,” Boslough said. “It’s just a 
lot of money.”
The full Senate ultimately de-
cided Feb. 8 to approve $730,573 for 
the project from the Student Build-
ing fee. That’s nearly 8 percent of the 
project’s total cost of $9.3 million. 
About 55 percent of the other 
funding is from private gifts, about 
32 percent from loans the UM Foun-
dation’s lease agreement will even-
tually pay back, and about 4 percent 
from institutional funds.
Keller is excited about the project 
and what it will bring to the Univer-
sity, despite concerns about its appli-
cability to students. 
“It’s going to be a very unique 
building,” she said.
The Gilkey Center will have 
three basic functions, according to a 
summary UM provided to Regents. 
First, the UM Foundation will 
lease the second floor of the pro-
GILKEY
From page 1
posed building, as well as part of 
the basement, as part of their relo-
cation from Corbin Hall. Second, 
the first floor and rest of the base-
ment will be used to conduct ex-
ecutive education programs spon-
sored by the School of Business. 
Lastly, classrooms on the ground 
floor will be used to host seminars 
and classes for the select students 
involved in UM’s Global Leader-
ship Initiative, a program launched 
this year and part of the Univer-
sity’s 2020 strategic goals.
The UM Foundation is excited 
about moving into a more up-to-
date space, said UM Foundation 
Strategic Communications and 
Marketing Vice President Beth 
Hammock. 
“Right now we have 36 people 
in 23 offices,” Hammock said. 
Corbin Hall used to be a dormi-
tory, and some Foundation staff 
members share small dorm-room-
sized offices. The Foundation has 
worked from Corbin since it was 
established in 1951.
The opportunity to hold execu-
tive education programs for pro-
fessionals has fundraising poten-
tial for the University, Keller said. 
Those programs would be aimed 
at bringing in high-profile working 
professionals for training seminars 
and conferences. 
Keller said those professionals 
could come from any field — not 
just business.
Student Jessica Leslie said if the 
University is getting income from 
the building, it’s worth the cost in 
student fees.
According to the summary 
document, the Gilkey Center will 
operate as a stand-alone, financially 
self-sufficient facility responsible for 
all operation and maintenance costs.
The Board of Regents, who 
oversee higher education in Mon-
tana, will vote on the proposal 
Friday during their meeting at the 
UM-Western campus in Dillon.
cody.blum@umontana.edu
PETRIFIED?
PLEASED?PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters of 
300 words or fewer to 
opinion@montanakaimin.com or drop them off in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. Please include a 
phone number. Letters are printed on Thursdays.
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UM President Royce Engstrom answers a question Tuesday in the UC Theater about sufficient nighttime lighting around campus from senior and founder 
of Students Against Sexual Assault Geoffrey Donovan (right, with hat) during the student forum.
Watch a video of the forum’s opening remarks from student 
president Jen Gursky and UM President Royce  Engstrom.
www.montanakaimin.com/news
ONLINE 
ONLY:
received a report of that inci-
dent on Tuesday, Feb. 14, “the 
next working day.” When 
asked why the report was 
not received on that Mon-
day,  Engstrom  said he was 
under an impression it was 
President’s Day. That holiday 
occurred the next weekend, 
and the school had Feb. 20 
off.  Engstrom  said he would 
have to reexamine the time-
line in that circumstance.
On Feb. 17, after a second 
student came forward say-
ing the same suspect had 
raped her, the school sent 
out an email alert about two 
possible cases of sexual as-
sault.  Engstrom  said Mis-
soula police began to “moni-
tor the perpetrator from that 
point.” However, without 
charges being filed with the 
Missoula Police Department 
at that time, “they could not 
act.”
After hearing from the 
second student on Feb. 17, 
Couture spoke with the per-
petrator and alerted him to 
the charge of rape being lev-
eled against him. This hap-
pened before the campus-
wide email was sent out, and 
before Missoula police were 
informed of the case. When 
asked if he felt this was 
an appropriate timeline of 
events,  Engstrom  answered 
simply, “Yes.” 
The alleged perpetra-
tor has since left the coun-
try. Engstrom said Homeland 
Security and U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
have been spoken to about 
the suspect.
Engstrom,  Gursky  and 
Missoula Mayor John  En-
gen  will host a joint press 
conference 11 a.m. Wednes-
day at City Hall regarding 
campus and city responsibili-
ties in sexual assault cases.
At a public forum ear-
lier this year,  Engstrom said 
Vice President Jim Foley and 
UM Legal Counsel David 
Aronofsky  would be putting 
together an analysis of UM’s 
policies regarding sexual as-
sault by the end of February. 
He said the report should be 
delivered to him “within 24 
hours,” and it would be post-
ed online once he reviewed it.
Question-and-answer
Geoff Donovan, who has 
started the group Students 
Against Sexual Assault at 
UM, voiced concerns that 
the campus may not be ad-
equately lit at night and said 
he thought more information 
about how students can stay 
safe should be made avail-
able. Another student asked if 
the Student Assault Resource 
Center had enough staff and 
capacity, and  Engstrom  was 
also asked about the amount 
of training Public Safety  re-
ceives  in dealing with cases 
of sexual assault. 
Engstrom  said he has not 
had complaints from SARC or 
Public Safety in terms of ca-
pacity to handle these situa-
tions, and campus police are 
continually going through 
training programs to do their 
job better.
Please help
Associated Students of the 
University of Montana Presi-
dent Jen  Gursky  opened the 
conference by saying that, in 
addition to the University, 
students have a responsibility 
to help “create a safe environ-
ment for our peers.”
“We need to know that 
intervening on behalf of a 
friend is not a buzz kill,” Gur-
sky said. She also encouraged 
anybody that was a victim of 
a crime or had information 
about one to call 911.
Engstrom stressed that any-
body with information about a 
crime, or who was a victim, to 
come forward because without 
witnesses and help, UM’s abil-
ity to act is limited.
“Please, please, please, if 
you have information, if you 
think you have information, 
please come forward,” he said.
dillon.kato@umontana.edu
On a chilly, windy Saturday morn-
ing at the end of February, four men 
stand on a single-lane bridge spanning 
high above the Triple Bridges rapid in 
the Alberton Gorge. Parked just around 
the corner is an SUV with four stand-
up paddleboards strapped to the roof.
Sizing up the waves on the Clark 
Fork down below, Jake Rieker grins. 
The flow looks just right for surfing this 
time of year — not too high and not too 
low.
“It’s always good after it rains in the 
winter,” he said.
But right now, it’s not raining — it’s 
starting to snow. An icy wind is pick-
ing up, making the water seem like the 
least desirable place to be. But these four 
men — Rieker, Kevin “K.B.” Brown, 
Kevin Robinson and Ian Stokes — zip 
up their wetsuits, grab their boards and 
paddles and head down to the river.
“People call us crazy, but they’re the 
ones that are crazy because they’re not 
out here,” Rieker said.
Rieker and K.B. started Strongwater 
Paddlesports, a stand-up paddle (SUP) 
and whitewater kayak gear shop on the 
Hip Strip four years ago. Both are pro-
fessional freestyle kayakers, but they 
have gradually turned to SUP after 
opening the store.
Now, the duo balances running 
the shop with running the rivers year-
round. They claim their small group of 
paddlers (Rieker, K.B., Robinson, Stokes 
and a few others) is pioneering winter-
time SUP in Western Montana.
“We’re like the only guys in the 
world who do this here this time of 
year,” Robinson said. “It’s like a whole 
new sport.”
Rieker said their dedication gives 
them an advantage in the burgeoning 
sport. Although people in warmer cli-
mates paddle year-round as well, most 
places don’t have the deep flows that 
Montana’s rivers have in the winter-
time. Rather than bumping down a dry 
creek bed, Rieker said, they dig in solid 
strokes in the deeper water.
“Now that we’re going 365 days a 
year, it makes us so much better,” he 
said. “We don’t miss a month.”
And they don’t — not even when 
whiteout blizzards, ice flows and hy-
pothermia stand in the way. Observing 
the four attacking the churning, icy wa-
ter with their paddles is like watching 
someone take on winter itself. How-
ever, the cold water isn’t really an issue, 
Stokes said.
“For the first three swims, it’s kind of 
painful,” he said. “Just when you think 
you can’t do it anymore, it’s fine.”
It must be, considering the paddlers 
are red-faced, panting and sweaty after 
a few goes at the wave. After a while, 
they look like they are warmer in the 
water than they would be on shore. 
SUP is an incredibly good workout, 
Rieker said. Paddling furiously against 
the flow of a river just in order to stay 
put — with a one-blade paddle — is a 
surefire way to warm up.
“Just staying on the board is exer-
cise,” he said. “Your entire core is en-
gaged. You’re using muscles from your 
toes to your neck.”
Having the right gear helps, too. Just 
a few extra pieces of equipment, like a 
thicker wetsuit, booties and gloves, can 
do a lot to keep the cold out and the 
warmth in. 
The gear’s relatively cheap. A 5/4 
mm wetsuit (the thickness you’d want 
for icy water) runs about $350. A dry-
suit, generally worn by wintertime 
whitewater kayakers, can go for any-
where from $900- $1,200.
“The gear makes all the difference,” 
Rieker said. “If you’re down here in 
board shorts, you wouldn’t make it out 
of the river.”
Staying warm is key, but once that 
base is covered, paddlers can enjoy the 
perks of the cold season. Rieker said 
the lack of traffic from rafters and fair-
weather paddlers makes the river a 
quieter place to be in the winter.  It’s the 
perfect time of year to observe the scen-
ery and the wildlife.
“We see a lot of eagles and river ot-
ters,” he said. “We’ve even seen a bear 
swimming across the river.”
emily.downing@umontana.edu
Emily Downing
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Cold, wet and wild
        Missoula SUPers take on the winter
1
THE 
TO-DO 
LIST
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THE CHERRY 
ORCHARD
2/28-3/3 @ 7:30 p.m.
UM Theatre and 
Dance’s newest act 
takes on Russian An-
ton Chekhov’s 1904 
play. The tragic comedy 
takes on class struggles 
of aristocratic Russia. 
Tickets $16
TOP OF THE MIC
3/1 @ 8:30 p.m.
UM Entertainment 
Management program 
presents the first night 
of the battle of the bands 
tournament at Sean Kel-
ly’s. 13 of the 120 regis-
tered bands will vie for 
the $1,000 prize. It’s free, 
but you must drink to 
vote!  
WITHOUT
CONSENT
3/1 @ 8 p.m. 
Tune in to KBGA 
for more than music. 
The station is inviting 
a group of Missoulians 
and listeners to talk 
about the topic of sexual 
assault to explore rea-
sons and solutions.
CHALI 2NA
3/2 @ 9 p.m.
  Some hip-hoppers love 
Missoula, and Jurassic 5’s 
Chali 2na is one of them. 
The Top Hat’s speakers will 
be bumpin’ his baritone 
rhymes, so don’t miss it. 
Tickets 21+: $15, 18: $20. 
CERAMIC BEER 
MUG
3/3 @ 1 p.m. 
Who doesn’t want 
their own mug, made 
with their own hands? 
OK, maybe not everyone. 
For those who do, the 
Zootown Arts and Com-
munity Center is hosting 
a workshop in prepara-
tion for St. Patty’s Day. 
Sally Finneran/Montana Kaimin
1. (From left) Ian Stokes, Kevin Robinson, and Kevin “K.B.” Brown 
carry their paddleboards across the road and down to the Clark 
Fork River.
2. K.B. paddles the Triple Bridges rapid in the Alberton Gorge Sat-
urday afternoon.
3. Luke Rieker spills off his board into the Clark Fork.
4. Stokes watches a fellow paddleboarder in the Alberton Gorge.
5. Board, paddle, helmet and glove rest on the rocks off the river as 
Stokes prepares to return to the car.
6. (From right) Robinson, Stokes, and K.B. paddle back up the river 
for another go on the Triple Bridges rapid.
7. Rieker zips up his wet suit before heading down into Alberton 
Gorge to paddleboard.  Rieker said changing into the wet suits is the 
coldest part of winter stand up paddleboarding.
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There is no fitting eulogy 
for Badlander owner Aaron 
Bolton. There shouldn’t have 
to be. But some albums have 
fewer songs than others — and 
Bolton’s tracks were pure gold.
“He was very much a mem-
ber of our family  — and he was 
an integral member of many 
different, cool groups of peo-
ple,” said Chris Henry, one of 
his best friends. “He was an ex-
ceptional guy. Really unique.”
Bolton died Monday morn-
ing in Seattle. King County 
medical examiners have not re-
leased the cause of death.
Dozens filled the Badlander 
Monday night to mourn the 
Death in the family
Brooks Johnson
Montana Kaimin
36-year-old’s sudden passing. 
The scene was filled with hugs 
and sadness, but also smiles at 
the memory of the club’s pa-
tron saint and part-owner. 
“He was a great boss,” bar-
tender Claude Alick said Mon-
day night from next door at the 
Golden Rose. “Of the team of 
guys that own the place, he was 
the stabilizing force — right in 
the middle — nice and level.”
A Hellgate graduate and 
longtime Missoulian, Bolton 
leaves a legacy.
“He was really instrumental 
in the music scene here,” friend 
and Ear Candy employee Ira 
Sather-Olson said.
Co-owner and co-founder 
of the Badlander and the en-
suing complex of bars, Bolton 
takes credit for the name of the 
downtown dancehall. In the 
early ‘90s he aquired the house 
he grew up in, and it eventu-
ally earned the name the “Bad-
lander” to brand the electronic 
shows hosted there.
“He was the vision that de-
fined what this place has been 
and how it’s evolved,” Henry 
said. “It wouldn’t have hap-
pened without him.”
One should thank Bolton for 
the hundreds of bands and DJs 
that played (and will continue 
play) at the Badlander.
His calm, easy-going de-
meanor and incendiary work 
ethic really tied the whole com-
plex — the Badlander, Savoy, 
Golden Rose and Palace — to-
gether. His time was a sacrifice 
to the scene, co-owner Chris 
Henry said.
Before the establishment of 
the Badlander, Bolton helped 
build the electronic music part 
of Ear Candy shortly after it got 
started by John Fleming. The 
two played in a couple bands 
together, too.
“He was a great drummer, 
and made me a better bass 
player,” Fleming said.
Bolton brought in Henry, 
and the rest is history — Ear 
Candy is what it is today and 
the loss of Bolton, Fleming said, 
is unreal.
“Whether he sold them a 
record or when he was a bar-
tender or in a band or DJing at 
a rave — and he was an amaz-
ing DJ — I think everyone that 
interfaced with him came out 
of it thinking, ‘Wow, this guy is 
the shit,’” Henry said.
Bolton played drums in 
countless bands and spun 
countless records for over two 
decades, but never picked up a 
big head for it.
“He was making interna-
tional, top-grade laptop music 
ten years ago,” Henry said. “It 
was as good or better than the 
records I was buying.”
And after the past three 
years of busting his ass at the 
complex, “He was just starting 
to get back into a more creative 
phase of his life,” Henry said. 
“I would have loved to have 
seen more of that.”
So would the rest of us.
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
Missoula music loses a leader
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
DJ and Badlander co-owner Aaron Bolton spins vinyl Jan. 30 at The Palace Lounge. Bolton was found dead Monday morning in Seattle, and King County medical examiners have not released 
the cause of death. “I think everyone that interfaced with him came out of it thinking, ‘Wow, this guy is the shit,’’’ said Chris Henry, Bolton’s close friend.
MISSOULA
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Austin Watts (21) of Cleveland, Tenn., flies off his first jump at the Snowbowl Cup Gelande Championships on Sunday. Watts glided for 129 feet before 
landing on the hill below. 
The last time John “Beast” 
Yobst jumped, he set the Mon-
tana Snowbowl record. But it 
didn’t count. He missed the 
landing. 
“I started going backwards 
the minute my skis left the ta-
ble,” Yobst said. “My head hit 
first, and everything else was 
about crushed.” 
That 202-foot jump landed 
him in the hospital — a trip he 
almost didn’t survive. It took 
years for him to completely re-
cover from the accident. 
Yobst started jumping in the 
early 1970s, and although that 
crash in ’92 was his last, it didn’t 
take him out of the Gelande en-
tirely.  
On Sunday, Yobst judged 
from atop the landing, staying 
warm in a vintage leather pilot’s 
helmet as he waved a clear land-
ing to skiers with his pirate flag, 
watching through the reflection 
of his mirrored safety glasses.  
Last weekend was the an-
nual Snowbowl Cup Gelande 
Championship, a three-day 
event where jumpers compete 
for $8,000, and all the bragging 
rights that come with it.
Gelande jumping is similar 
to ski jumping in the Olympics. 
Competitors grab their longest 
skis and best spandex and fly 
down the hill in a “V” to get 
maximum distance. 
The main differences are the 
skis. In the Gelande jump, regu-
lar downhill skis are used, and 
their bindings have a fixed heel 
instead of the free-heeled Nor-
dic style used in the Olympics. 
In both events, winning isn’t 
just about distance. How far 
they fly matters, but judges also 
look for a fast run, a clean take-
off and a motionless flight for 
Dameon Matule
Montana Kaimin
an overall score. 
Bozeman’s Rolf Wilson took 
home his third-straight Gelande 
Cup, although he didn’t get the 
performance he was looking 
for. At several points, the self-
described “ultra competitive 
jumper” vocalized his annoy-
ance with the track conditions 
and the delays between rounds. 
“It was goin’ great ’til the 
snow came,” Wilson said. “We 
could’ve set records today, but 
in just a couple minutes we 
went from 193 feet to just 140.”
The competition started 
with clear skies and an icy ta-
ble — the ideal conditions for 
jumping. But midway through 
the first round, a squall came 
through and slowed the track 
considerably. The storm frus-
trated jumpers and sent fans off 
of the deck and into the bar.
“It was killing our scores,” 
Missoulian Erik Wilson said. 
“The table was like sandpaper, 
and that made it tough to get 
comfortable once you were in 
the air.” 
By the third round, the storm 
passed, the jump was cleared 
and the jumping picked up.
Despite the improvements, 
only the Wilson brothers were 
able to break the 190-foot line. 
Rolf won the day with 195 feet 
for his longest jump, while Erik 
took second with 193 feet. 
Both of them agreed that of 
all the competitions they’re in, 
this was their favorite. They 
grew up in Whitefish and skied 
and taught at Snowbowl during 
college. 
“We come up on weekends 
all the time and work on the 
jump,” Erik said. “Our families 
still live in the area, so getting to 
be around them and hang with 
all the guys is huge.”
dameon.matule@umontana.edu
Flying Snowbowl styleV
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LACROSSE
While it may seem like a 
foreign sporting event to the 
Big Sky state, lacrosse is a fun-
damental part of life for Kent 
Davis.
Davis, senior captain of the 
University of Montana club la-
crosse team, began playing the 
sport in fifth grade. He con-
tinued to play through middle 
school and high school in Den-
ver. 
As a senior at Regis Jesuit, 
Davis was named First Team 
All-State for his efforts as a 
midfielder. 
When it came time for him 
to decide on a college, Davis 
decided he didn’t want to go to 
a college on the East Coast just 
to play lacrosse. 
The Colorado native opted 
instead for Montana, a place 
where he could continue to 
pursue his outdoor recreation 
interests without sacrificing 
his beloved sport. 
“Montana was just the 
place where I wanted to go to 
school,” Davis says. “It wasn’t 
really a lacrosse option. I knew 
they had a club team and if I 
wanted to play, I’d play.”
Davis is a recreation man-
agement major who enjoys 
fishing, climbing and snow-
boarding. During the summer, 
he is a fishing guide in Alaska. 
In the winter he snowboards. 
In the spring and fall, howev-
er, it’s all lacrosse.
In 2008, Davis came to the 
UM and joined the club la-
crosse team, sticking with his 
familiar midfield position. 
Davis says playing midfield 
is similar to being a running 
back on a football team. 
“You’re carrying the ball 
a lot and running a tremen-
dous amount,” he says. “To 
be a midfielder, you have to 
have endurance and the abil-
ity to play both offense and 
defense.”
In addition to being re-
sponsible for both offense and 
defense, a regular part of a 
midfielder’s game is faceoffs. 
Faceoffs are isolated battles 
between opposing midfielders 
for possession of the ball. 
Davis says faceoffs are the 
“most exhausting, brutal” part 
of the game, but he also de-
scribes them as fun and neces-
sary for a team to win.  
On the field Davis can be 
seen in his No. 8 maroon jer-
sey, a number that holds spe-
cial significance to him. 
Not only is the number rep-
resentative of the day he was 
born, it also reminds him of 
older players he respects.  
“I’ve always looked up to 
the kids on my high school 
team and through college that 
wore the No. 8,” Davis said. 
“I just kind of idolized them, 
they were always good play-
ers.
“To live on their legacy is 
something that I’ve tried to do 
at No. 8. I hope that when I put 
down No. 8 that someone else 
steps up and fills that role.” 
The 5-foot-11 midfielder has 
already left quite a legacy, ap-
pearing in 32 games, scoring 
29 goals along with eight as-
sists.  
In 2011, Davis became a cap-
tain of the team and earned a 
PNCLL Honorable Mention 
All-Conference while playing 
for the Griz. 
This season, Davis has 
scored four goals in two games 
for the 0-2 Griz.
This season will be Davis’ 
last with the Grizzlies and his 
last season to play competi-
tively. 
“It’s been a lifelong pas-
sion for me,” Davis says. “I’ve 
played lacrosse for over a de-
cade now, so to just drop it like 
a bad habit. It’s going to be a 
change.” 
Head coach Tucker Sargent, 
a former Griz lacrosse player 
now in his fifth year as coach 
of the Griz, said he wants Da-
vis to earn All-Conference rec-
ognition and lead the team to a 
playoff win this season.
Although Davis will be 
done with lacrosse after this 
season, he will still hold Griz 
lacrosse close.
“Whether I’m a player or 
just an onlooker, I’m always 
going to be a Griz lacrosse 
fan.”  
austin.schempp@umontana.edu
Captain ready for final faceoff
Austin Schempp
Montana Kaimin
Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
Senior midfielder Kent Davis (8) falls as he attempts to get past defensive-
men Adam Herrmann (21) and Andrew Villarreal of Montana State on Sunday 
afternoon at Bobcat Stadium in Bozeman. The Griz lost 10-6.
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Will Cherry (5) gets fouled by Weber State forward Frank Otis on Tuesday evening  in 
Dahlberg Arena. The Griz beat the Wildcats  66-51, earning them home-court advantage for 
the Big Sky Conference Tournament next week.
Gathered around center court, sur-
rounded by fans erupting with praise, the 
Montana men’s basketball team became Big 
Sky champions Tuesday night.
The Griz defeated the Weber State Wild-
cats (23-5, 14-2) 66-51 to set a school-record 
mark of 15-1 in conference play and finished 
the regular season with a 23-6 record. The 
first meeting between the teams in Ogden, 
Utah, saw the Wildcats run away with an 
80-64 victory. The win means the Grizzlies 
will host the Big Sky Conference Tournament 
March 6-7. It’s the first time the Grizzlies have 
won the conference outright since 2000.
Redshirt freshman forward Mike Weisner 
set the pace for the Grizzlies in the first half 
after he had his number called early due to 
foul trouble for senior forward/center Derek 
Selvig. Selvig only played four minutes in the 
first half, but where his production was lost, 
Weisner filled in.
“Coach called my number early, Derek got 
in some foul trouble and I just came in and 
tried to make a difference,” he said.
Weisner, who has seen limited action all 
season, checked into the game and immedi-
ately finished a nifty reverse layup to spark a 
Griz run. On the next WSU possession, Weis-
ner blocked a WSU guard’s shot in the paint 
and deflected a pass before stealing the ball 
and getting an easy fast-break bucket.
Weisner’s play helped fuel a 14-0 run that 
put the Griz up 26-14. The Wildcats would 
narrow the gap to 10, trailing the Grizzlies 34-
24 at the intermission.
The second half might as well have been a 
tribute to Will Cherry. The junior guard said 
before the game he was out for revenge, and 
in the second half that mentality manifested.
“We wanted to come out and hit them 
right in the mouth,” he said, “And that’s what 
we did.”
Cherry scored 13 of his game-high 23 
points in the second period and dazzled a 
packed house at Dahlberg Arena. His high-
light play may have been when he attacked 
WSU star guard Damian Lillard off the 
dribble, but noticed Lillard shuffling over to 
cut off his angle to the hoop. Cherry, with the 
flick of his left wrist, spaced himself from Lill-
lard and stepped back for a fadeaway jumper 
as Lillard yelled, “Pushoff!” The net swished; 
no foul was called.
“I’m a champion, so, yeah, I’m the best 
player in the conference,” he said with a grin.
Coming into the game, much of the hype 
surrounded Lillard, who is the nation’s sec-
ond-leading scorer. NBA scouts from teams 
such as the Washington Wizards, San Anto-
nio Spurs and Phoenix Suns gathered to get 
a glimpse of Lillard. They left with a better 
sense of how Montana plays ball.
Lillard finished with 19 points, but it 
came on 7-19 shooting, including 2-11 from 
the 3-point line. Montana’s league-leading 
defense forced the Wildcats to shoot 30.2 per-
cent from the field as a team and 11.5 percent 
from beyond the arc.
But Montana’s defense wasn’t the only fac-
tor affecting the Wildcats. Dahlberg’s packed 
house of fanatics relentlessly harassed Weber 
State all night. The crowd’s energy left head 
coach Wayne Tinkle with a sense of nostalgia.
“Energy was great. I did a flashback to the 
’80s in a packed house,” he said. “And they 
didn’t sit on their hands, they got after it, and 
in moments when we needed to get stops de-
fensively, they erupted. When we made nice 
plays offensively, they got after it.”
With the right to host the conference tour-
nament next week, Tinkle thought more than 
the team had a right to this win.
“The crowd deserves a piece of this win as 
well,” the coach said.
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu
Erik Anderson
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Griz claim title
UM whips Weber State
BASKETBALL
REQUIRED
READING
ONLINE 
ONLY:
Be sure to check our website for 
this week’s Required Reading. 
This online exclusive shares some 
stories and links that we’ve been 
reading, clicking and enjoying.
www.montanakaimin.com/
For a post-game interview with the champions, visit:
www.montanakaimin.com/multimedia
ONLINE 
ONLY:
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
montanakaimin 
Office Staff
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lindsay Farnsworth
Kinsey Netzorg
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Lauren Hall
Katie Gullickson
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Ian Fletcher
Kelton Enich
PRODUCTION
Lynn Campbell
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnson
LOST & FOUND
FOUND: Black Nike Backpack with 
personal items in LA 206 IT Computer 
Lab. Contact IT Central, SS 120,
or 243-HELP to claim.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from 
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek 
Cabins 251-6611.
FOR SALE
Black iPad2 64gb w/3G. Includes black 
leather smart cover. $600. 206-920-6327
HELP WANTED
MCPS accepting applications for 
Sub Nurses and Sub Custodians. 
Visit www.mcps.k12.mt.us. Click on 
employment & follow the instructions.  
(406)728-2400 x1035.  EEO
INSTRUCTION
Basic wildland fire classes. 406-543-0013
PERSONALS
You can quit smoking. Curry can help. 
CHC 112
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM “I had 
cancer that affected my lungs at age 11.  I 
am very sensitive to secondhand smoke.” 
-anonymous UM student
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair.  Voted best of 
Missoula 2011.  Student discounts!  
136 E. Broadway Computer Central 
542-6540
Buy Trade Unique Quality Clothing. 15% 
Discount with Griz Card. Cottonwood 
Traders 227 W. Main. 728-1990
Archie’s Backyard Bike Shop.  UBI 
Certified Bicycle Technician.  
Cycle-powered, same day, pickup & return 
service!  Student rates  728-5882
SONG OF THE DAY
Gotye & Kimbra- 
Somebody That I Used to Know
“There are people here who 
are interested in celebrating this,” 
he said. “It’s not like nobody is 
paying attention, but there is 
room for a lot of improvement.”
Price said the compartmen-
talism of months devoted to one 
ethnicity’s history is dissuading 
because every race’s history is 
part of the big picture of Ameri-
can history.
“I understand why they do 
it, but I think it causes people to 
miss the similarities between 
us,” he said. “Everyone wasn’t off 
in their separate corners having 
their own history.”
Price said the idea of Black 
History Month came out of the 
multicultural-minded generation 
of the 1960s.
“Everyone wanted their story 
told. They said, ‘This is our month 
to tell our story and our history,’ 
and it has stayed that way since 
BLACK HISTORY
From page 3
the 1970s,” he said. “Even then I 
think our goal was that this was 
going to go into everyone’s cur-
riculum. I still wonder why we 
are all separate.”
Scott said if she could have it 
her way, Black History Month 
would be every month because 
then African Americans who 
made an impact wouldn’t go un-
noticed.
Price emphasized that minor-
ity history has to go beyond a 
singular month and needs to be 
worked into the American his-
tory textbooks at every level.
“Black History month is a 
step in the right direction, but 
it is a very limited step. A lot of 
people are showing their his-
tory through other outlets now 
because it’s not being taught in 
schools,” he said. “The informa-
tion flow could be unstoppable 
if everyone just shared what they 
know, and the textbooks are just 
going to have to catch up.”
candace.rojo@umontana.edu
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Oula instructor Amanda Taylor leads a dance in the University Center on Tuesday afternoon for the UM Relay For 
Life Spring Kick-Off fundraiser. The event raised about $300 to help fund the relay, held April 20-21.
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